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The Magic Shell 
 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Bold: are your (parent / caregiver / teacher) instructions 

Italics: are the instructions you give to and what you say to your child / children.  

1. Ask the children what they thought of the story.  

How did it start? What happened next? What was your favourite part? 

2. Invite the children to walk into the world of the story. Create a space for children to walk on the 

spot.  

Imagine it’s long, long time ago and you are in the village in KwaZulu. Take a walk around the village. See 

the round huts, the fire place, the chickens and goats. (Make sounds of domestic animals) What work did 

the people do in the village? When I clap my hands you will become an animal or person in the village. How 

do you walk now? Show us what you are doing?  Now it gets dark (lights fade) and we gather around the 

fire but there are no stories. Make a statue of how you feel in a world with no stories.  Beautiful!  

Where did Manzandaba first go to find stories? Describe the forest… trees, flowers. Imagine you are 

Manzandaba on your journey to find stories.  Make a statue of how she feels walking into the forest in 

search of stories. Move through the forest and make your statue when I clap my hands.  What animals did 

she find? Describe the animals….birds, the Hare, baboon, owl. Now watch one of the animals move, listen to 

the magic of the drum and become one of the animals you have seen.  

Imagine you are Manzandaba walking out of the forest and onto the beach. Describe the beach…. we need 

the sounds of the ocean. Feel the sand under your feet, see the waves breaking and smell the fresh sea 

breeze. Now you see the great fish eagle Ukhosi and you start running to catch Ukhosi.  Now let the magic 

of my hands clapping turn you into Ukhosi the king of the birds and let’s see you fly over the sea.  

Now imagine you are Manzandaba on the back of a sea turtle diving deep under the ocean. Who did 

Manzandaba find under the water? Make a statue of how Manzandaba felt when she thought she had no 

picture for the spirit king in exchange for stories.  

Now remember when Zenzele made the carving for the spirit people and Manzandaba got a shell full of 

stories? (Vincent gives shells as spirit king.)  Now take the shell and listen. Imagine a story coming out of the 

shell. Now let’s all start the story like Manzandaba. Chosi  chosi ngantsomi and the audience say Chosi 

ntsomi!  
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